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D i o c e s a n  a n d  C ommu n i t y  N e w s  

Taking a look at Father’s Day 
 

Today is Father’s Day, and so we celebrate and honor all the fathers 
in our lives. But what is fatherhood? We are so familiar with the term, 
but have we ever thought about what it means to be a father?  
When I think of the word father, my first thought goes straight to my 
own father. He raised me, brought me up in the faith, taught me the 
importance of hard work and perseverance, and has been a model of 
what it means to be a man. Growing up, I wanted to be a father just 
like him. 
Near the end of high school, and especially since entering the       
seminary, I have realized that my biological father is not the only   
father in my life. My own pastor was also my father. He may not have 
been my biological father, but he was my spiritual father. He taught 
me the faith, gave me the Sacraments, and helped me to find my    
Catholic identity.  
Especially since entering the seminary, I have come to realize that the 
spiritual fatherhood is just as real of a fatherhood as the biological 
fatherhood, but just in a different way. And so we celebrate the      
spiritual fathers in our lives today, along with our biological fathers. 
The more I think about Father’s Day, the more I realize just how much 
is wrapped up in this celebration. We celebrate not just our biological 
and spiritual father, but also our Father in Heaven. On this day, we 
also celebrate the greatest father we could ever have, the first person 
of the Most Holy Trinity. 
Since we have both biological and spiritual fathers, along with The 
Father, what does it really mean to be a father? If we look at what they 
have in common, we realize that they all protect, nurture, and provide 
for us. They protect us from physical and spiritual harm, nurture our 
minds, bodies, and souls. And they provide us with food, Sacraments, 
and the graces we need in our lives. These are but a few of the many 
ways fathers give of themselves to us in our lives. 
Today we thank all our biological fathers, our priests and other      
spiritual fathers in our lives, and our gracious Father who is in     
Heaven. I challenge you to reach out to all the fathers in your lives and 
thank them for all that they have done. And so I would like to end by 
saying: Happy Father’s day! 

 
Lawrence Wirries, 
Seminarian 

 

 

The Importance of the Virtue of Charity 
 

 Charity is perhaps one of the most important virtues for a Christian, 
especially a Catholic, and yet I feel that its meaning is not as widely 
understood as it ought to be. Many people think about giving away 
money or goods to the poor when they hear the word. But in reality, its 
scope is much broader. The Catechism defines charity as “the       
theological virtue by which we love God above all things for His own 
sake, and our neighbor as ourselves for love of God.” (CCC 1822) It 
makes sense that we should love God more than anything else. He is 
our Creator, the one who loved us into being, and our Redeemer, the 
one who brought us into relationship with Him through the Cross. But 
oftentimes we miss the meaning behind the second part of the above 
definition. It is part of human nature to help others. When we listen to 
and follow the natural law implanted within our hearts, we are        
instinctively guided toward charity. We have a desire to help our 
neighbors, our families, and those who are in need. But the ultimate 
purpose of this innate desire is to guide us into relationship with God, 
and to form us after His own loving image. Our God is a God who 
freely gives to us everything that we have, not for His own sake, but 
for ours alone. Charity is summed up in this: to imitate God in His free 
gift of Himself to all of his beloved creation. We are called to give of 
ourselves in this same way to the whole world. We should give not for 
our own benefit, but out of love for the other.  
The world in which we live is oftentimes vehemently opposed to living 
out Christian charity. Our society tells us to think of ourselves first, to 
hoard our time, talent, and treasure from those who would take them. 
While it is important that charity is lived freely and without coercion, 
this guarding impulse is often motivated by selfishness and reluctance 
to give. In my estimation, this reluctance is the reason so many people 
in our society are unhappy. We are fighting the natural law, our natural 
inclination toward fulfilling the divine design. We are one in some of 
the most prosperous times the world has ever known, and yet there is 
a deep dissatisfaction and a longing for something more. The first step 
toward a solution is a rediscovery of the importance of charity. Let us 
pray always that God make help us to grow in this most necessary 
virtue. 
 
Reilly Swanson,  
Seminarian 

Registration is now open for the 2021-2022 school year! We are Kindergarten Prep - 8th Grade  

• Open to all -  We accept students and families from all religious backgrounds. Students living within District 22 may use public school    
busing and are invited to extra-curricular activities and sports.   

• Affordable - private schools are a life-long investment in your child and their future. Tuition Assistance available.  
• Ideal class sizes - Most classes have about 15 students.  
• To schedule a visit and tour call or email Principal Cathy Larson - 218-847-5306, clarson@holyrosarycc.org Visit our website:   

holyrosarycs.org This institution is an equal opportunity provider MNSSA Accredited   

• “Building Hope, Faith, and Futures” 

Prayer for a new Bishop - Praise to you, Lord our God, our eternal shepherd and guide. In your love, grant the  Diocese of 

Crookston a shepherd who will lead us in being Christ’s heart of mercy, voice of hope, and hands of justice. Help him to fill our 
minds and hearts with the truth of the Gospel, the power of the sacraments, and the desire to build up your holy Church. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen  

MUSIC and PICNICS in the PARK are: June 22 - Rhonda Habedank Picnic start at 5:30 pm and will run until the music starts at 7:00.   

Parish Cemetery: Decorations placed on the graves in our Parish Cemetery in observance of Memorial Day may be left until the end of June. 

Anything that will interfere with the maintenance of the cemetery will need to be removed. Please do not plant trees or flowers in the ground. 
Please use the yellow collection envelope to help defray the ever increasing cost of upkeep for our cemetery. Thank you for your consideration. 

Father’s Day Collection - Let us pray for generosity and the success of the Father’s Day collection. It is our opportunity to give back to those 

retired priest who have given their lives to caring for our spiritual needs. 

HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL OPENINGS FOR THE 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR 
Administrative Assistant - Holy Rosary Catholic School is seeking an Administrative Assistant for the 2021-22 school 

year.  Proficiency in word processing, desktop publishing, and web-based software is preferred. Applicants should also possess strong          
organization, communication, and interpersonal skills. The position begins 2 weeks prior to the start of the school year and continues two weeks 
beyond the end of the school year.   

Assistant Cook - Holy Rosary Catholic School is seeking an Assistant Cook for the 2020-21 school year. This position would be a 5.5 hour 

work day,  approximately 8:00 AM to 1:30 PM, and would entail assisting the head cook with prepping and serving school lunches. 

Kindergarten Prep Teacher’s Aide - Holy Rosary School is seeking an aide for our Kindergarten Prep classroom, 8:00 a.m. – noon,     

Monday – Friday.  Duties vary while assisting the teacher with projects, lessons, and students.  
Applicants interested in any of these positions, should send a letter of  application, resume, and any other  supporting documentation 
to:   Cathy Larson, Principal 
        Holy Rosary Catholic School 
        1043 Lake Avenue,  Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
        clarson@holyrosarycc.org 218-847-5306, ext. 202 

June 13 Megan Brown Lake Park, MN $25  

June  14 Dona Ibe Rogers, MN $25  

June 15 Richard Steffl Callaway, MN $250  

June 16 Patrick Dolan Harwood, ND $25  

June 17 Travis & Lisa Kaste Arden Hills, MN $25 

June 18 Tim Sharp Detroit Lakes $75 

June 19 Vern Lehman Perham, MN $25 

A plant and bake sale benefit will be held for Sue Sonnenberg on Saturday, June 27th from 10 AM - 2:00 PM at Trinity Luthern Church, 
Detroit Lakes MN. Sue was struck in a hit and run accident while on her daily walk in Detroit Lakes. Questions on how to help or donate please 
call Lynette at 612-308-1070 or Sara at 701-412-4569 or go online at LendAHandup.org/give/sue574/ Checks payable to “Sue Sonnenerg    
Benefit Fund” may be sent to Bremer Bank, 115 Holmes St. E. Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

Court Holy Rosary #1916 will be hosting a wine tasting party on Monday, June 28th, 2021, from 6-8pm at the Holy Rosary Center. Come and 
experience a new wine by One Hope—presented by Nick Kukowski. Raffle & Silent auction with amazing items and door prizes. Funds raised 
for local and state projects supported by Court Holy Rosary. Tickets available from Catholic Daughters members or after Mass at the entrances. 

FREE YARD SIGNS! This past spring, under the direction of our           
technology teacher, Mrs. Hill, our Middle School students created signs to 
promote our school. We chose six designs, and with the help of Trophy 
House, here in town, we had them made into yard signs. The signs are now 
complete and we have one for every school family and any parishioners 
that are interested! Stop at the parish office at your convenience and 
choose one to take home; feel free to take an extra for grandparents, your 

place of business, a neighbor, or friend. Let's show the 
Detroit Lakes community what great school spirit we 
have and pique their interest in Holy Rosary School!  

mailto:clarson@holyrosarycc.org


S t e w a r d s h i p   Parish calendar 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY– June 26th & 27th 

13th Sunday Ordinary Time Saturday,  5:00 PM  Sunday, 9:00 AM  Sunday, 11:00 AM  

Eucharistic  Minister Don Spitzley / Anthony Gilsdorf Lori Lehmann / David Karsnia Sandy Buck / Jessica Blasczyk 

Eucharistic Minister - Clean 
Sacred Vessels 

Yvette Bruflodt / Janice Ellenson Donna Martin / Myrna Lorenz Lynn Wolf / Julie Larson 

Media Minister Bob Heimark Debbie Carlson Jamie McDougall 

Lector - 1st Reading/Gospel Mary Brenk Brad Carlson Michael Morrison 

Lector - 2nd Reading/Prayers 
Of The Faithful 

Matt Brenk Carol Foltz Dwaine Habrat 

Altar Servers Megan Engum / Jayden Jasken Christopher Medley /  Ethan Medley Lila Kallstrom / Zada Foltz 

Cantor Michael Moe Jamie McDougall HELP WANTED 

Accompanist Patrice Eblen Heather Trowbridge April Spaeth 

Sacristan Mary Brenk / Matt Brenk Mary Hager Nancy Vetter 

Greeter / Usher Matthew Tobkin / Nicholas Tobkin 

Paul Tobkin / HELP WANTED 

Steven Carlson / Donald Sayer 

Alvin Wenner / Bill Quinn 

Michael Labine / John Jacobson 

Todd Kallstrom / Jerry Tharaldson 

Tuesday June 22  

8:00 am Rosary Church 

8:30 am Mass + Irene Byer Church 

9:00 am Adoration    Church 

9:30 am Bible Study                                       Holy Family Rm 

12:00 pm OA Meeting Fatima 

Wednesday June 23  

8:30 am Rosary Living Room 

9:00 am Mass + Jim & Flo Auvenshine Church 

Thursday June 24  

12-Noon Al-anon Living Room 

6:00 pm Mass + Corrinne Carey                                        Church 

Friday June 25  

8:00 am Rosary Church 

8:30 am Mass + Harold Byer Church 

Saturday June 26  

7:00 am Men’s Prayer Group Fireplace rm 

12:00 pm Visitation - Dan Tigges Church 

1:00 pm Funeral - Dan Tigges Church 

4:00 pm Confessions Confessional 

5:00 pm Mass + Michelle Piech Church 

Sunday June 27  

9:00 am Mass + Shirley Lund Church 

10:30 am Confessions Confessional 

11:00 am Mass ~ For the Parish Church 

                                                Sacraments 

Baptism: If you are planning to present your baby for baptism, contact Kathy Olson at 847-1393 

Reconciliation: Saturday: 4pm, Sunday 10:00am or by appointment 

Marriage: Those wishing to celebrate the sacrament of marriage are asked to contact Fr. Chuck 

 at least six months prior to the intended date of the celebration. 

P a r i s h  N e w s  

Holy Rosary Parish extends their sympathy to: 

Joseph Szepieniec, Father of Leeann Hall 

And 

Lory Blair, Mother of Sheri Johnson 

Holy Father’s June Prayer Intention: The Beauty of Marriage. 
Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage 
with the support of a Christian Community: May they grow in 

love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.  

Did you receive Holy Rosary’s 
INFORMation Station email or 

text this past week?  We plan to 
send these out twice a month to 
help inform all of you what we as 
a parish are doing. Please join Evangelus (our platform) at eva.us/
hrcc or text 55321 and type in  holyrosary to subscribe! 

If you wish to have someone placed on the prayer list please ask 
their permission first, then contact the parish office (847-1393.) 
Names are left on the list for four weeks . 

 Please remember those who have asked for our prayers: 

Bill Fossen Jane Shorter Bob Heimark 

Joseph Szepieniec Leonard Kertscher Sandy Rustad 

Tony Huck Carl Nelson Tom Keller 

How can I follow Jesus? 

Stewardship - Share the gifts you have been 

“He asked them, ‘Why are you terrified?  Do you not yet have 
faith?’”  – MARK 4:40 
Do you really trust God?  Is God your first choice or last resort?  Is your 
faith something you just do on Sunday or do you live the Gospel      
message every day of the week?  Many of us know about God.  How 
many of us have a personal relationship with Him?  Start now, open your 
heart to receive our Lord. Talk and listen to Him throughout the day, in 
all circumstances. 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church and School is seeking a full-time Director of Music and Liturgy. Duties      
include providing music accompaniment at sacramental celebrations, weekend and holy day liturgies, assisting 
with funeral and wedding liturgies, as well as weekly school Masses, facilitating the adult choir, advising the     
liturgy committee, educating the parish on liturgical matters, and recruiting, coordinating and providing formation 
for musicians and liturgical ministers. Please send letter of application, resume, and three references to:  
Search Committee, Holy Rosary Catholic Church, 1043 Lake Ave, Detroit Lakes MN 56501 

Last week we received:   
Adult Envelopes and Online Giving:  $8,678.83 

 Last Fiscal YTD:    $692,948.20          This Fiscal YTD:     $755,819.12       
DAA Goal: $65,413   Total as of 6/15/2021: $63,538.70 

 Last week attendance was:  
DAA Update: We are just $1,874.30 away 
from reaching our goal of $65,413! Thank 
you for you’re generosity! Please pray for 
guidance in considering a donation to the 
Diocesan Annual Appeal for 2021!  

Saturday, 5:00 PM 186 

Sunday,  9:00 AM 330 

Sunday,  11:00 AM 220 

YouTube  85 

Please note that we will maintain our regular week-
day and weekend Mass schedule through out the 
year. We will not be changing times for the summer.  

Please remember these members of the armed services in you   
prayers as they continue to protect our country. 

Aaron Leff Abram Whitebird Andrew Averbeck 

Andrew Just Ben Oritz Christopher Ewanika 

Cogan Kirchenwitz Cole Kirchenwitz Eric Swenson 

Gabe Anderson   Gabriel Caro Jade Ault 

Kasianna Klemm  Stephanie Kuehn Taylor Jasken 

Tiffany Wirtz Todd Jenson Tyler Wickum 

Derek Francis 

Sunday Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Job 38:1, 8-11; Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 30-31; 2 Cor 

5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41 

Monday Memorial of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 

 Gn 12:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22; Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Saints John Fisher, 
Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs 

 Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wednesday Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 7:15-20 

Thursday Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist  

 

Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15; Acts 13:22-26; 

Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Friday Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mt 8:1-4  

Saturday Gn 18:1-15; Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 / 53, 54-55; Mt 8:5-17 

Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 12, 13; 2 Cor 

8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43 or 5:21-24, 35b-43 

Readings for the week of June 20th, 2021 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
Justin & Courtney Buschette 

On the baptism of: Blair Rose Buschette 
On June 13th, 2021 

here at Holy Rosary Catholic Church. 
May God Bless Blair! 

Interested in Mass but unable to make it on your own? Starting next 
week, June 26th, the Knights of Columbus will be driving a bus and 
picking up those who are unable to attend Mass and driving them to 
the 5pm Mass on Saturdays. If you would like to receive Jesus Christ 
in the Eucharist and are unable to bring yourself to Mass, call Carlos 
at the parish office by 11am friday, and he will put your name on the 
list. You can reach him at 847-1393. We cannot wait to welcome you 
home again to Holy Rosary! 

God calls us to journey to Him, and He provides companions, so 
we don’t have to go it alone. 

A Spiritual Director is someone who can help you draw closer to God. 
Talk about the encounters you’ve had with God…discuss ways to 
deepen your connection to Him…learn how to cultivate a life attuned 
to spiritual things. Our most cherished relationships are molded in the 
time we spend getting to know one another. Our relationship with the 
Father grows in much the same way. For more information about  
Spiritual Direction or to schedule an appointment contact Jamie in the 
parish office. 218-847-1393, jmcdougall@holyrosarycc.org 

Congratulations Deacon Jim! 
Please join us next weekend, June 26-27,  as we  
celebrate Deacon Jim’s 25th anniversary as a Deacon 
for the Diocese of Crookston and his retirement from 
active ministry at Holy Rosary. We will be serving  
coffee and donuts in the Welcoming Center following 
each Mass. All are welcome to wish Deacon Jim 
God’s blessings as we thank him for his ministry here 
at Holy Rosary. 



Faith Development & Dedication to Service 

Throughout the year, our students have many opportunities for developing a strong faith and 

learning to serve others.  Although COVID protocols made it challenging to do some of our 

traditional service projects, we did what we could. These are a few of the activities that our 

school family participated in throughout this past school year that reflect our dedication to 

service and reaching out beyond the walls of our building. 

In lieu of reading to the       

residents at Oak Crossing, 

like they traditionally do, 

our 3rd Graders made     

artwork for the residents 

and wrote notes to them 

on a monthly basis 

Our Christmas program was 

done virtually this year, so 

we were able to share that 

video and the message of 

Christmas with all area 

nursing homes 

We held a “Blue Mass” in   

honor of all emergency 

personnel. Those              

individuals were invited to 

Mass and then received a 

special blessing, and notes 

and treats from our         

students 

Daily prayer intentions were 

said for those in need 

during our Morning    

Prayer together & during 

our weekly school Mass 

All students brought        

contributions for the     

local food pantry on a 

weekly basis 

Each class took turns     

leading the “Stations of 

the Cross” on Fridays   

during Lent 

Students all participated in 

various Mass ministries 

throughout the year 
 

As a school, we raised   

money for “TeacHaiti” 

and through our efforts, 

provided an education 

for 3 Haitian children who 

would have not received 

an education otherwise 

As a school, we raised   

money for the “American 

Heart Association” 

During Lent, Holy Rosary 

School Families each 

contributed a birthday 

party item. Items             

collected were made  

into baskets and           

distributed to families 

who don’t have the 

means for buying       

birthday party supplies 

  

  

Holy Rosary School Mission Statement 

Holy Rosary School Community is rooted in the word  

and energized with the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

 

We cultivate our community to live as Jesus  

taught within the Catholic Tradition. 

 

We strive to build gospel values  

and promote academic excellence. 

Holy Rosary Catholic School I 1043 Lake Avenue I Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

218.847.5306 I www.holyrosarycs.org 

LETTER FROM BISHOP PATES RE: RETURN TO  SUNDAY OBSERVANCE  
 

June 3, 2021 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
 The Diocese of Crookston will join the other five Minnesota dioceses in re-instating the Sunday obligation to attend Mass on   
July 1 and thus will be effective the weekend of July 3 and 4.  
 
 The decision is made in line with the guidance of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Minnesota       
Department of Health. Especially noteworthy is that as of June 1, the percentage of adults vaccinated in the state of          
Minnesota was 65%. Heartfelt thanks are to be expressed to those who have taken this step. Because of vaccination, the 
country has experienced a significant decline in the incidence of COVID 19.  
 
 Many may have legitimate reasons to continue wearing masks and other mitigation practices. I ask that our churches make   
seating accommodations for them. In the same vein, the dispensation from Sunday obligation remains in force for those in 
special circumstances. A list of these is found in the statewide announcement. In any case, the operative consideration is 
sound judgment.  
 
 Returning to our long-cherished tradition is welcome news. When citing obligation, perhaps the most important is the      
obligation of the heart. The Eucharistic gathering originated at the beginning of the Church and has continued without        
interruption to this day. It manifests our relationship with God through Jesus and with one another. We experience God’s   
direction for our lives in the Liturgy of the Word, we become one with Him as his death and resurrection are made present in 
the Eucharistic Prayer, and we are united with Him through partaking in His Body and Blood.  
 
 Under the leadership of Janelle Gergen and Deacon Mark Krejci, a diocesan taskforce has been assembled to work with       
committees in each parish facilitating “re-uniting in Christ.” In each parish, the committee will reach out to encourage and 
warmly welcome those returning to our Eucharistic community. In a spirit of evangelization, the outreach will not only be to 
those who have joined us in the past, but also those who are not often among us. Ultimately, this role of encouragement and 
invitation falls upon all of us. Can we think of a greater gift to extend?  
 
 Heartfelt thanks are in order to all who have brought us to this happy moment to “reunite in Christ.” My best wishes and 
prayers are with every member of our diocesan community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

MOST REVEREND RICHARD E. PATES  
Apostolic Administrator  
Diocese of Crookston  

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

  P.O. Box 610 Crookston, Minnesota 56716

              T: (218) 281-4533 I F: (218) 281-3328 

www.crookston.org 

Diocese of  

Crookston 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Returning to Mass: July 1 Marks End of Dispensation in Minnesota The COVID-19 pandemic has been a painful time of   

separation that necessitated, for a short while, suspension of public Masses and the dispensation from the Sunday obligation to attend 
Mass. Nonetheless, since May 2020, Minnesota’s bishops have made available the public celebration of Mass to those who wished to 
attend. Parishes have done an amazing job creating safe spaces for worship and the sacraments during the past year. Now, as the   
pandemic subsides, and public gathering restrictions and safety protocols are lifted, it is time to gather as the Body of Christ once again. 
Therefore, the bishops and diocesan administrators of the Minnesota Catholic Conference have decided to reinstate the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation beginning the weekend of July 3-4, 2021. Why is attending Mass in-person so  
important? St. John Chrysostom reminds us, “You cannot pray at home as at church, where there is a great multitude, where              
exclamations are cried out to God as from one great heart, and where there is something more: the union of minds, the accord of souls, 
the bond of charity, the prayers of the priests” (CCC 2179). Attending the in-person celebration of Sunday Mass and receiving Jesus in 
the Eucharist are vital to our lives as Catholic Christians. We were created for Communion. Whether you are returning to your home  
parish, or seeking a local parish on vacation, your participation in the Mass unites you with the Church — the Body of Christ. This     
communion transforms us as persons and enables us to make manifest the Kingdom of God in our world. The celebration of the        
Eucharist truly is the source and summit of our faith. Pope Francis, in his homily on the Feast of Corpus Christi in 2018, said, “Jesus  
prepares a place for us here below, because the Eucharist is the beating heart of the Church. It gives her birth and rebirth; it gathers her 
together and gives her strength. But the Eucharist also prepares for us a place on high, in eternity, for it is the Bread of heaven.” Does 
this mean there will no longer be any dispensation from the Sunday and Holy Day obligations? Although the general dispensation will no 
longer be available, the Church has always recognized that certain circumstances can excuse a person from the requirement to observe 
the obligation. Persons are excused from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays or Holy Days under the following circumstances:  
 
1. You have reason to believe your health would be significantly compromised if you were to contract a communicable illness (i.e., you 

have underlying conditions or are in a high risk category).  
 
2.   You exhibit flu-like symptoms.  
 
3. You have good reason to think you might be asymptomatic of a contagious illness (e.g., you were in recent contact with someone 

who tested positive for a contagious illness such as COVID or influenza). 
 
4.   You care for the sick, homebound, or infirmed.  
 
5.   You are pregnant or you are 65 years of age or older (per the CDC’s recommendation for high-risk individuals).  
 
6. You cannot attend Mass through no fault of your own (e.g., no Mass is offered; you are infirm; or, while wanting to go, you are     

prevented for some reason you cannot control, such as your ride did not show up).  
 
7. You have significant fear or anxiety of becoming ill by being at Mass. If situations 1 through 3 apply to you, prudent concern for your  

neighbor should lead you to stay home. If you fall within situations 4-7, please exercise good judgment, consider the common good, 
and know you would not be held to the obligation of attending Mass. For further questions about the application of any of these   
situations, please contact your pastor. These categories will be reviewed in due course and revised as needed. Those within the 
categories  enumerated above must still observe the Lord’s Day and are encouraged to spend time in prayer on Sunday, meditating 
on the Lord’s passion, death, and resurrection; an excellent way to do this is by praying the Liturgy of the Hours and   participating in 
a broadcast/livestream of the Sunday Mass. More information, answers to frequently asked questions, and a portal to each dio-
cese’s protocols can be found at the website backtomassmn.org. The return of our faith family to Mass is a joyous occasion. With 
that in mind, we also encourage the faithful to post on social media about their return-to-Mass worship experiences using the 
hashtag #backtomassmn. Wherever you may be, welcome home!  

 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis  
Most Rev. Andrew H. Cozzens, Auxiliary Bishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis  
Most Rev. John M. Quinn, Bishop of Winona-Rochester  
Most Rev. Donald J. Kettler, Bishop of St. Cloud Most  
Rev. Daniel J. Felton, Bishop of Duluth  
Most Rev. Richard E. Pates, Apostolic Administrator of Crookston  
Very Rev. Douglas L. Grams, Diocesan Administrator of New Ul  

 

Improvement Initiatives 

Holy Rosary School is always looking for ways to improve in order to provide a quality education for our students. It 

is our goal to take on the following initiatives during the next couple of school years: 

Enhance Safety Throughout the Building: This year some changes were made to our school security, which has 

been a long-time goal.  We installed security cameras throughout our building and along the outside 

premises. We made updates to our current PA system so that an “all call” can be made to the entire 

school from any phone in the building; in an emergency, this will be an essential tool to communicating 

quickly.  As we continue to make our building as secure as possible, we are planning to install a key-card 

entry system on all of our doors and do away with the many sets of traditional keys that have been         

distributed to various individuals over the years.  

Adding an After-School Program: We see a benefit to providing our families with an after-school childcare   

program for our K-6 students. This would allow students to stay after school until 5:30 p.m., get some      

physical activity, have a snack, and then complete homework. Under adult supervision, our 7th & 8th grade 

students would be invited to assist with the program.  

Providing a K-Prep Program: In an effort to increase our kindergarten numbers, we are implementing a              

4-year-old and 5-year-old kindergarten prep program in lieu of our traditional preschool program.  These 

two groups of students will attend school for a full day and because of their age, will be able to attend  

kindergarten the following year, if they are developmentally ready.  Two groups of students who are of 

age, allows for more students to transfer into our kindergarten class, as some preschool families do not stay 

at Holy Rosary for their elementary schooling.  

Implementing New Marketing Strategies & Increasing Enrollment: We have started many new marketing       

initiatives, including radio ads, the use of digital billboard space, and putting out promotional yard signs. It 

is our goal to continue implementing new marketing strategies to increase our overall enrollment.  

Planting a Pollinator Garden: To offer our students a hands-on and up-close experience with nature-centered 

learning opportunities outside of the classroom, we have started exploring the possibility of creating a    

pollinator garden on our school grounds. This endeavor would support teaching ecological studies in an 

appealing and effective manner to students.   

Improving Student Learning Opportunities with STEM: In 2019-20, we began to implement an after-school STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) program for our students in grades 3-8, but due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, we had to cancel the class, and because of the COVID guidelines this past year, we were    

unable to host it again.  We hope to begin offering this opportunity to our students during the 2021-22 

school year. 



Objective 1: Holy Rosary School will become more financially independent. 
Several steps have been taken to meet this objective. A new tuition management system was implemented through 

the use of an online software program. Using this method of collecting and managing tuition money has increased our 

overall tuition revenue, and currently, we are on track to collect 100% of the tuition due by the end of June. We are 

also actively working towards the establishment of an endowment fund to augment the school’s operating fund. 

Through contributions made at our annual Spring Interlude fundraiser and memorial donations, we have deposited a 

significant amount into this fund. The most substantial accomplishment, related to this objective, was that this year our 

fundraising brought in more income than ever, which contributed to 20% of our total revenue. The parish subsidy was 

at an all-time low, at 27% of the total budget. For comparison’s sake, in 2018-19 (during a more “normal” school year   

rather than 2019-20), we ended the fiscal year with fundraising at 10% of our total revenue and the parish subsidy at 

40%.   

Objective 3: Holy Rosary School will provide a regionally competitive salary/benefit package to provide 

students with highly qualified teachers. 
Holy Rosary School has been working towards raising the base pay for teacher salaries so that we are more            

competitive with what the public schools can offer. Offering a more competitive salary would allow us to attract 

teachers, retain quality teachers, and provide staffing consistency for our students. This year, we were able to increase 

teacher salaries, so they are at 77% of a Detroit Lakes Public School teacher’s salary. This was made possible through 

our fundraising efforts and an increase in tuition for the upcoming school year. An endowment fund to support teacher 

salaries continues to be developed.  It is our hope to increase compensation each year by 2% until we attain 85% of 

the Detroit Lakes Public School’s salary.  

Objective 4: Holy Rosary School will maintain strong leadership for students and staff in Catholic education. 
This objective was written when Mr. Mike Connell resigned as principal three years ago. In May of 2018, Mrs. Cathy   

Larson was hired as principal of Holy Rosary School. In December of 2019, she completed her Master of Education   

degree in Elementary Administration through the University of Mary, Bismarck.   Father Chuck Huck, school                 

superintendent, is Mrs. Larson’s supervisor and administers an annual evaluation of her job performance. 

Objective 2: Holy Rosary School will meet the academic needs of each student.  
Holy Rosary School reviews and updates our preschool through 8th grade curriculum on an annual basis. This past year 

we focused on science and religion.  When we review curriculum, we are looking at standardized testing scores to  

determine strengths & weaknesses in student progress, MN state education standards and how our curriculum aligns. 

We also have been working towards purchasing necessary science materials to provide our students with more    

hands-on learning experiences related to science.  As we reviewed our religion curriculum, we worked closely with our 

Faith Formation Director here at Holy Rosary, Kathy Olson, who provided some insight to the various religion curriculum 

options and their approach.  In addition, currently at each grade level, we have a list of Catholic prayers and     

teachings that students are expected to learn.  We will be reviewing that list as well to determine if any revisions are 

necessary. In 2012, our school was gifted with a number of iPads for student and staff use. Over the years, the iPads 

have been a wonderful resource and addition to our education in technology; however, they had become outdated 

and were not operating as well. Due to a generous donor, our PTO (Parent-Teacher Organization), and some federal 

funding, we were able to purchase new iPads for every student in grades 2 – 4, and Chromebooks for each student in 

grades 5 – 8. Updated devices were necessary this past year when students had to be in quarantine and distance 

learn from home. Going forward, the new technology will support student learning and give them the tools they need 

to develop 21st century skills.  

School Strategic Progress 

Holy Rosary School is accredited through the Minnesota Nonpublic School Accreditation Association (MNSAA).  

The mission of MNSAA is to be a facilitator in improving the quality of nonpublic education in Minnesota through 

an accreditation process. 

Part of the improvement initiative that MNSAA requires of Holy Rosary School is to produce a School Strategic 

Plan that includes objectives, action steps, and a timeline. Progress on our School Strategic Plan is reported to 

MNSAA on an annual basis.   

The information below includes our 4 objectives and a description of what steps have been taken thus far to 

achieve these goals.  

** “Give Back” Initiatives Include: Coca-Cola Caps, Our Family Labels, Arvig 
Donations, Scrip, Box Tops for Education, Recycling, and We Care Receipts. 

The following charts depict Holy Rosary School’s revenue and expenses during the 2020-2021 

school year. 
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Holy Rosary Catholic School 
2020-2021 State of the School Report 

Dear Parents, Staff Members, Parishioners, and Investors in Holy Rosary Catholic School:  

What a year it has been for schools across the country! 
Here at Holy Rosary, we were blessed to have our    
students in the building for in-person instruction for the 
entire school year. As educators, we recognize that    
children learn best when they can be in a classroom, 
working face-to-face with their teacher and alongside 
their peers. Committing to bringing our students back 
into the building during a pandemic, presented us with 
many unique challenges that required us to operate a 
school and teach in a classroom in a way we had never 
done before.  Due to the dedication and resilience of our 
staff, outstanding student compliance, and the           
exceptional support of our parents, our school year   
during such unique times went better than we could 

have ever expected. We are beyond blessed!  

Since 1916, Holy Rosary School and Parish have been 
providing a Catholic education option to families in the 
Detroit Lakes area. Faith development, academic      
excellence, and a dedication to service are key elements 
to Catholic education and set our school apart from   

other educational options.  

This report will provide some information with regards to 
the current state of our school.  It specifically addresses 
our School Strategic Plan, a summary of our financial 
resources, standardized assessments, enrollment 
trends, ways we serve others, and upcoming             

improvement initiatives.  

Thank you for your continual support for our school. The 
Holy Rosary community is very blessed to have so many 
individuals who care about our school’s ongoing        

success! 

May God bless you & your family most abundantly! 

Cathy Larson 
Holy Rosary School Principal 

 

Assessment Data 
Each fall and spring, Holy Rosary School administers the NWEA (Northwest Evaluation Association) MAP (Measures 

of Academic Progress) Test to our students.  Students in grades K- 8 are tested in Math and Reading, and students 

in grades 2-8 are also tested in Language. The scores generated from these tests provide teachers and parents 

with a lot of information about student progress.  Because so many factors (ie: class size, attendance, student  

ability to focus, state of mind, effort, etc.) play into the test results, we use the results as a tool and guide as we 

monitor student progress.  In other words, we do not rely solely on standardized test scores to determine student 

success.  

The line graph below shows trends in student growth during the course of the past 8 years. The graph excludes test 

results from the 2019-20 school year; due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, we were unable to complete our annual 

standardized testing in the spring. The plot points on the graph indicate the average growth per class throughout 

the whole school. As a staff, we are constantly reviewing our curriculum and teaching strategies, so it was good to 

see the average growth rise in all three content areas for this school year.  

 

Enrollment Trends 
Enrollment numbers have increased as we ended our school year with 148 students enrolled in preschool 

through grade 8. Registration for the 2021-22 school year has been continuous and we are projected to be 

at another significant increase.  


